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Dear Friends of UCEAP,
 
June marks the mid-point
of UCEAP's 50th Anniversary year.
The events and activities dedicated to
celebrating UCEAP's past and
present achievements have allowed
our alumni and partners to share
experiences and reflect on one of the
most exciting and life-changing
periods of their university careers.
 
It is my honor to share with you several student spotlight stories
that exemplify exactly what UCEAP allows our students
to experience and achieve. A study abroad experience with trusted
UC faculty and partners, combined with new friendships across
UC campuses, remind us all why we work so diligently to make
all of this a reality. We look forward to the coming 50 years and
will continue to offer the highest quality programs to UC students
in Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin America and beyond.
 

 
Jean-Xavier Guinard
Associate Vice-Provost & Executive Director
UC Education Abroad Program

UCEAP SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT INTERNS MEET UK PRIME
MINISTER  
 
In February 2012, Jillian Ventura and Zachary Ober, both on the UCEAP Scottish
Parliament Internship Program, had a surprise visitor to their parliamentary offices. UK
Prime Minister David Cameron was in Edinburgh to meet with Scottish First Minister,
Alex Salmond, and to deliver a speech on why Scotland should remain in the Union.
However, having arrived early to the Parliament, Cameron decided to visit the
parliamentary offices of the Scottish Conservative party. Jillian and Zachary, who
worked in the Press and Research Unit of the Scottish Conservatives during their
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internship, exchanged a few words with the PM
and he thanked them for the work they were doing
for the party. Jillian said afterwards, "It was a
huge honor and it was really exciting to have such
a powerful leader thank us for our work at the
Parliament."
 
Zachary Ober's comments on his UCEAP Scottish
Parliament Internship experience: 
 
"I think anyone would agree that an internship is a
big step toward achieving a career goal. An
internship in another country, however, is an experience that combines the values of
working in an office and becoming immersed in another culture. I believe that the UCEAP
internship program at the Scottish Parliament is unrivalled in its ability to provide both
kinds of experience. The personal and practical skills that I gained from this internship are
skills that I will use for the rest of my professional life. It is a demanding study abroad
program, but it is an extremely rewarding one. This internship is also proof that the
greatest things in life never come easy, but are always worth the effort."

UCEAP CELEBRATES 50TH ANNIVERSARY WITH PARTNERS AT
NAFSA 
 
UCEAP was out in force at the 2012
NAFSA Annual Conference & Expo, held
in Houston May 27-June 1. NAFSA is the
world's largest nonprofit professional
association dedicated to international
education and its Annual Conference--
always a major event for study abroad--
welcomed nearly 9,000 international
participants this year.
 
On May 29th, UCEAP hosted a reception to celebrate its 50th Anniversary and to thank
its many global partners also in attendance at the conference. Speaking to the gathering,
UCEAP Associate Vice Provost and Executive Director Jean-Xavier Guinard highlighted
UCEAP's 50 years of success and the central role of the strong partnerships UCEAP has
built with educational institutions and organizations worldwide. The NAFSA conference
and UCEAP Anniversary  Reception were great opportunities for UCEAP to strengthen
existing relationships and to explore new partnerships that will further expand study
abroad options for UC students in years to come.
 
More event photos on Flickr

FORMER RECIPROCITY STUDENT ACCEPTED TO UCSD PHD
PROGRAM
 
Valentin Robert, a University of Bordeaux graduate and Reciprocity student to UC San
Diego in 2010-11, has been accepted to his UCEAP host campus PhD program in
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Computer Science and Engineering starting in
the fall of 2012.
 
Valentin tells us, "UCEAP offered me an
opportunity to go beyond what my school
proposed--to discover American campus life, to
meet wonderful teachers, and take  great courses. I
have learned a lot through the process and met
valuable contacts that I happily worked with and
who encouraged me to apply for a Ph.D and pursue
the adventure further. It has also unveiled
opportunities that reach far beyond the hopes I had
at the time I applied to UCEAP, so the whole experience has really been a springboard for
me. Spending one year in a competitive academic setting is definitely worth trying for
anyone interested in research-related topics and ready to work hard!"
 
We welcome Valentin back to UC and wish him continued success in his studies!

UCEAP STUDENT RESEARCH FEATURED IN UCSB TODAY
MAGAZINE
 
UCEAP is prominently featured in a full-page
article in the Spring 2012 issue of UC Santa
Barbara Today, a biannual magazine focusing
on developments that make UCSB one of the
country's leading public research universities.
Written for the occasion of UCEAP's 50th
anniversary, the article highlights UCEAP
student participation in academic research
programs and research-related courses.
  
The UC Santa Barbara Today article is a great
reminder of how research conducted overseas
gives students a head start on their future
academic and professional careers while
furthering an international version of the UC
mission with tangible contributions to the UC
community and beyond. Read more

UCEAP BARCELONA STUDENT PERFORMS IN INTERNATIONAL
ART FAIR 
 
Mollie Morrow, a UC Irvine student finishing her
one-year UCEAP program at the University of
Barcelona, performed on May 26th at SWAB
2012, a contemporary art fair held in Barcelona in
which artists from around the world present their
works in over 60 galleries. The fair was held at
the Fira de Barcelona in Plaza España.
 
Mollie presented her piece entitled Hellicoid, a
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